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LOW  FREQUENCY  RADIO  RANGES 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration  has  now  com- 
pleted installation  of  a very  high  frequency  radio  range  net- 
work and  they  have  planned  to  discontinue  from  operation 
the  existing  low  frequency  radio  ranges  on  federal  airways 
in  this  country. 

Operational  use  of  the  high  frequency  ranges  has  shown 
that  due  to  the  line  of  sight  characteristics  these  ranges  are 
limited  in  use  and  are  not  of  practical  value  to  the  operation 
of  aircraft  at  altitudes  below  the  maximum  height  of  the  ter- 
rain adjacent  to  the  area  over  which  the  aircraft  are  flying. 
The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  recommended 
that  all  low  frequency  ranges  now  in  operation  in  Montana 
oe  continued  and  In  view  of  these  recommendations  and  the 
recommendations  of  aviation  groups  in  other  states,  the 
C.A  A,  is  making  a survey  to  determine  the  interests  of  pilots 
throughout  the  country  before  any  further  decommissioning 
of  low  frequency  ranges  is  carried  out. 

The  C.A. A.  is  holding  hearings  in  Montana,  scheduled 
al  Billings  on  September  8,  Great  Falls  on  September  9.  and 
Missoula  on  September  10.  If  you  as  a pilot  are  interested  ,r. 
continuing  the  use  of  the  present  low  frequency  radio  equip- 
ment or  contemplate  installing  radio  equipment  in  your  air- 
plane for  navigational  purposes,  it  is  recommended  that  you 
personally  attend  one  of  these  hearings  and  recommend  to 
the  C.A. A.  that  they  continue  the  operation  of  low  irequency 
ranges. 


BELL  X-2  NOW  AT  EDWARDS  AFB 

The  Air  Force's  Bell  X-2  special  research  plane  is  now  at 
Edwards  AFB,  Calif.  However,  powered  flight  tests  are  not 
immediately  imminent  since  the  rocket  engine  for  the  plane, 
the  Curtiss-Wright  XLR-2S  is  still  not  ready  for  installation. 
The  Air  Force  Flight  Test  Center  at  Edwards  may  run  some 
glide  tests  with  the  X-2,  as  was  done  with  its  predecessor,  the 
X-l,  while  waiting  for  the  engine. 

The  X-2  has  been  delayed  for  several  years  due  to  two 
major  obstacles:  development  of  the  rocket  engine,  which 
has  been  a major  problem  for  Curtiss-Wright  since  it  involves 
development  of  a throttle  for  the  rocket  power,  something 
never  before  attempted,  and  construction  of  the  plane  itself, 
an  extremely  difiicult  job  because  the  structure  is  of  stainless 
steel,  also  a first  in  airplane  construction. 

Little  has  been  said  officially  about  the  X-2,  but  it  is  un- 
derstood that  Curtiss-Wright  will  not  be  able  to  provide  a fin- 
ished engine  for  at  least  another  tv/o-three  months. 

When  flight  tests  finally  get  under  way,  the  X-2  may  be 
able  to  top  the  1,238  mile  per  hour  record  3peed  of  the  Doug- 
las D-558-1I,  since  its  design  speed  is  considerably  higher. 
The  X-2  resembles  the  X-l  in  basic  configuration,  but  it  is 
larger,  has  a swept  wing  and  will  have  more  power. — Am. 
Avn.  Daily. 


HELICOPTER  RESCUE'  OF  MIG  RELATED 

How  a Sikorsky  H-19  helicopter  flew  35  miles  behind 
Communist  lines  in  Korea  and  brought  back  a downed  MiG- 
15  fighter  for  intelligence  inspection  is  told  in  the  current 
issue  of  the  Bee-Hive,  official  publication  of  United  Aircraft 
corp. 

Operating  from  a small  island  off  the  west  coast  of  Korea, 
the  H-19  flew  to  the  scene  of  the  MiG  and  a work  crew  dis- 
mantled the  plane  with  the  help  of  hand  grenades,  It  was 
then  loaded  in  sections  Into  the  cargo  hold  of  the  H-19  and 
flown  back  to  base  successfully.  The  H-19  encountered 
heavy  anti-aircraft  fire  on  the  way  back  and  received  a hit 
in  a rotor  blade,  but  made  it  anyway.  The  helicopter  grossed 
over  8,000  pounds  with  the  MiG  loaded  in,  more  than  1,000 
pounds  overweight- — Am,  Avn.  Daily. 


FLIGHT  TRAINING  FOR  KOREAN  VETERANS 

Korean  veterans  will  be  eligible  to  take  flight  training  at 
schools  which  will  be  approved  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission. 

Provisions  of  the  new  training  law  require  that  the  vet- 
eran pay  25%  of  training  costs  and  the  veteran  will  be  aided 
by  payment  by  the  federal  government  of  costs  in  the  amount 
of  $1.25  for  each  day  in  the  service.  This  training  program 
is  effective  August  20,  and  veterans  now  in  the  service  have 
until  August  20,  1954  to  start  training.  Veterans  in  service 
have  two  years  after  their  discharge  date  to  initiate  training. 
Provision  is  made  for  living  costs  for  veterans  enrolled  in  full- 
time training. 

No  training  may  be  given  beyond  seven  years  after  the 
veterans  discharge  date  and  persons  who  are  in  service  on 
the  date  the  present  emergency  comes  to  an  end  will  have 
seven  years  to  complete  any  veteran  training  under  th  GI 
bill.  Complete  Information  on  eligibility  and  courses  may  be 
obtained  by  contacting  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and 
Education  Division  of  the  Veterans  Administration  at  Fort 
Harrison,  Montana. 


ARMY  TO  SERVICE  TEST  HELIO  COURIER 

Hello  Aircraft  Corp.  has  received  a contract  from  the 
USAF's  Materiel  Command  for  the  first  model  of  the  new 
260  horsepower  Hello  Courier.  The  plane  is  being 
procured  through  USAF  channels  for  service  test  use  by  the 
Army  Field  Forces.  The  Courier  is  a four-place  plane  with  a 
ISO  mile  per  hour  cruising  speed  and  the  ability  to  fly  safely 
and  maneuver  at  speeds  under  35  miles  per  hour.  It  requires 
only  a 300  foot  strip  for  take-off  or  landing  with  full  load. 


BOEING  PILOTLESS  FIGHTER  NEW  HUGHES 
MISSILE.  DISCLOSED 

The  Air  Force  has  taken  a concrete  step  toward  the  ulti- 
mate goal  of  eliminating  the  pilot  in  an  aircraft  by  sponsoring 
development  ol  a supersonic  "pilotless  lighter,"  it  has  been 
learned. 

The  pilotless  fighter  is  a ground-to-air  defense  missile 
built  by  Boeing  Airplane  Co.  and  known  as  the  "Bowmark." 
It  also  carries  the  USAF  designation  XF-99,  the  "F"  indicating 
that  it  performs  the  same  functions  as  a piloted  fighter. 

Considerable  progress  toward  ultimate  elimination  of  the 
pilot  had  already  been  made  in  the  USAF's  current  crop  of 
radar  Interceptor  fighters.  In  a plane  such  as  the  Lockheed 
F-94C,  for  instance,  the  pilot  and  radar  operator  are  little  more 
than  control  and  radar  monitors.  The  plane's  electronic  gear 
locates  the  attacking  enemy  bomber,  locks  onto  it,  tracks  it 
and  fires  the  guns  automatically.  The  electronic  equipment 
in  the  Bowmark  will  perform  similar  functions,  except  that  the 
missile  itself  will  be  the  destructive  charge.  The  prototype 
model  of  the  XF-99  Bowmark  is  nearing  completion. 

It  also  has  be6n  learned  of  another  new  missile,  the 
Hughes  Aircraft  Co.'s  "Falcon,"  which  also  carries  the  USAF 
designation  XF-98.  The  Falcon  carries  electronic  equipment 
for  locking  and  tracking,  but,  unlike  the  Bowmark,  It  is  an 
air-to-air  missile,  carried  aloft  by  a "mother"  plane.  The  Fal- 
con is  farther  along  in  development  than  the  Bowmark:  one 
model  has  already  been  test  launched  from  a North  Ameri- 
can DB-25  (the  "D"  designation  indicates  a "director"  or 
mother  plane  for  missile  launching). 

The  XF-98  and  XF-99  are  the  first  two  pilotless  aircraft  to 
appear  in  the  "F"  category  of  USAF  nomenclature.  Previous- 
ly a pilotless  bomber  had  been  announced — the  Martin  B-61 
Matador  There  are  other  unannounced  missiles  in  the  "B" 
category. 


MONTANA'S  FLYING  GOVERNOR 

It  is  probable  that  Governor  Bonner  flew  more  hours  dur- 
ing the  last  year  than  you  did.  A check  of  the  use  of  air- 
craft by  business  people  has  shown  that  Governor  Bonner 
flew  223  hours  during  the  last  year  on  travel,  much  of  which 
v/as  within  the  state  of  Montana.  When  interviewed  on  the 
matter,  Governor  Bonner  surprisingly  stated  that  he  enjoyed 
travel  in  light  aircraft  more  than  he  did  on  scheduled  airlines 
as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  view  the  country  and  he 
stated  that  often  times  he  v/as  able  to  obtain  valuable  in- 
formation from  aerial  observation  ol  road  construction  and 
water  control  while  traveling  about  the  state. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  a flying  governor  v/ho  is  inter- 
ested in  aviation  and  who  realizes  the  problems  and  needs  of 
the  aviation  business.  The  Governor  recently  took  action  to 
improve  border  clearance  procedures  for  aircraft  and  he  also 
recently  took  action  relative  to  the  removal  of  a power  line 
which  presented  a hazard  to  an  airport  approach. 


C-124  PROVES  ADAPTABLE  FOR  ARCTIC  USE 

The  Douglas  C-124  was  demonstrated  to  be  thoroughly 
adaptable  to  Arctic  service  in  a series  of  test  Rights  conducted 
by  the  Air  Force  last  winter,  a report  by  R,  A,  Gates,  chief 
of  service  of  the  Long  Beach  division  of  Douglas  Aircraft  Co., 
discloses. 

The  G124  served  with  the  Arctic  Task  Force  for  48  days, 
completing  190  hours  in  the  air  on  approximately  50  missions. 
It  hauled  more  than  1,000,000  pounds  of  freight,  the  largest 
unit  being  a 41, 000-pound  caterpillar  tractor,  and  lifted  ap- 
proximately 2,000  troups,  including  a detachment  of  the  Es- 
kimo National  Guard  with  full  Arctic  equipment. 

The  airplane  was  not  wintered  and  the  tests  were  con- 
ducted on  a standard  operational  basis,  the  plane  being 
flown  for  10  days  and  then  set  down  for  two  days  of  main- 
tenance service.  Average  flight  was  two  to  three  hours,  but 
10  missions  of  nine  hours  duration  were  flown. — Am.  Avn. 
Daily. 


LOOK  AND  LIVE 

The  pilot  of  a PT-23  was  caught  in  rain  and  darkness, 
no  light,  no  radio — approaching  for  a landing  he  struck  the 
fin  of  scheduled  air  transport  DC-3  also  approaching  for  a 
landing  (control  town  inoperative).  Pilot  of  the  PT  heard 
noise,  pulled  up,  applied  power  and  crash  landed  nearby. 

Pilots  of  the  DC-3  didn't  know  they  had  been  hit  until 
ramp  agent  pointed  to  bent  fin.  They  then  thought  it  was 
a bird  strike  until  pieces  of  the  PT  were  found  on  the  run- 
way. Nobody  killed,  fortunately. 

It  recalls  the  story  of  the  deer  hunter  who  trotted  into 
camp  alter  a day  in  the  woods  and  asked  if  all  the  other 
members  of  the  party  were  accounted  for.  All  were  safe, 
lie  was  assured.  "In  that  case,"  he  proudly  announced, 
"I  got  me  a deer." — Flight  Safety  Foundation. 


FEDERAL  INSURANCE  PROPOSED 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  is  proposing  to  adopt 
a new  economic  regulation  which  would  require  all  air 
carriers,  scheduled  and  non-scheduled  to  carry  public  lia- 
bility, passenger  seat  liability,  and  property  damage  insur- 
ance. 

The  minimum  required  coverage  proposed  by  CAB 
would  be  $25,000  passenger  liability  per  person  per  accident, 
$25,000  public  bodily  injury  liability  per  person  and  $250,000 
per  accident,  and  $250,000  property  damage  per  accident. 
For  aircraft  under  12,500  pounds  maximum  certificated  take- 
off weight,  minimum  coverage  per  accident  would  be  $100,- 
000  for  public  bodily  injury  and  property  damage. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  AVIATION  OFFICIALS 

PURPOSE  —"To  faster  aviation  om  an  Industry,  as  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property  and  ns  an  arm  of 
the  national  defense;  to  join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  in  research,  development,  and  advancement  of  avia- 
tion; to  develop  uniform  aviation  laws  and  rcgulaUons.  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-opcraUon  and  mutual  aid  among  the  sev- 
eral states  •'  • 
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IN-FLIGHT  REFUELING  OPERATIONALLY  FEASIBLE 

Significant  features  of  the  mass  t*  s-pacilic  flight  of 
the  Air  Force's  31st  Fighter  Escort  Win  n Republic  F-84G 
Thunderjets  is  the  fact  that  in-flight  refueling  has  now  pro- 
gressed beyond  the  experimental  stage  to  operational  use. 
In  the  10.895  mile  flight  from  Turner  AFB,  Albany,  Ga.,  to 
Yokota  AFB  near  Tokyo,  each  of  59  F-84G's  was  refueled  in 
flight  twice  for  a total  of  1 18  refuelings  without  mishap.  One 
of  the  planes  crashed  over  Iwo  lima,  south  of  Japan,  but 
not  as  a result  of  refueling  trouble. 

The  flight  also  points  up  the  fact  that,  through  in-flight 
refueling,  a complete  Air  Force  wing  can  be  moved  to  any 
part  of  the  world  in  a relatively  3hort  period,  an  important 
factor  in  view  of  the  Air  Force's  world  wide  commitments 
and  its  shortage  of  operational  equipment.  The  31st  FE 
Wing  took  off  from  Albany  on  July  4 and  landed  at  Yokota 
12  days  later.  They  made  seven  landings  enroute.  Refuel- 
ing in  flight  was  handled  by  Boeing  KB-29  tankers — Am. 
Avn.  Dally. 


CIVIL  AIRMAN  TRAINING  URGENT  FOR 
AIRPORTS.  AAAE  CLAIMS 

A civilian  airman  training  program  is  needed  to  halt  the 
alarming  trend  toward  abandonment  of  more  and  more  civil 
airports  and  the  consequent  dissipation  of  a basic  segment  of 
the  nation's  air  power  potential,  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Association  of  Air- 
port Executives  declared  in  a brief  filed  with  the  House  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee. 

The  brief,  which  was  inserted  in  the  record  of  the  hearing 
held  on  airman  training  legislation  last  week,  was  brought  to 
Washington  by  Francis  Bolton  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  first  vice 
president;  Walter  E.  Betsworth,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  secretary, 
and  Melvin  Nuss,  Reading  Pa.,  treasurer  of  AAAE. 

The  airport  executives  pointed  out  the  CAA  records  show 
that  889  airports  were  abandoned  in  this  country  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  1948  to  June  30,  1950.  Of  these  101  were  municipal  air- 
ports. 474  were  commercial  fields,  195  were  private  airports, 
and  1 19  were  in  other  categories.  They  said  many  airports 
have  been  abandoned  and  are  being  abandoned  even  now 
because  of  the  lack  of  skilled  personnel  with  which  to  oper- 
ate them  and  because  their  instructional  facilities  to  train 
pilots,  mechanics  and  technicians  are  not  being  utilized, 

"There  is  no  disagreement  regarding  the  present  un- 
healthy condition  of  the  flight  operators'  and  airport  oper- 
ators' segment  of  civil  aviation,  which,  if  not  remedied,  will 
all  too  soon  spread  like  a malignant  disease  and  effect  the 
remaining  healthy  segments  of  our  aviation  structure,"  the 
AAAE  brief  asserted,  adding;  "It  is  therefore  necessary  that 
we  restore  this  segment  to  a position  where  it  will  be  self  sus- 
taining and  able  to  discharge  its  responsibilities  to  the  in- 
dustry as  a whole."Am.  Avn.  Daily. 


GE  DESIGNS  HIGH-SENSITIVITY  AUTOMATIC  PILOT 

General  Electric  Co's  Aeronautics  and  Ordnance  Sys- 
tems Division  has  developed  a new  high-sensitivity  auto- 
matic pilot,  designed  especially  for  the  fighter  pilot  who  must 
also  be  navigator  and  gunner  at  high  speeds.  Designated 
the  G-3,  it  Is  to  be  used  specifically  in  the  Douglas  F3D-2 
Navy  jet  fighter,  and  A2D  attack  plane,  and  the  Gruman 
F9F-5P  fighter.  It  consists  of  a G-2  compass  plus  a vertical 
gyro  and  a rate  gyro  which  feeds  electric  signals  into  an 
amplifier.  The  amplified  signals  are  then  applied  to  one  or 
more  of  three  motor-driven  actuators  with  move  control  sur- 
faces. GE  claims  a heading  accuracy  of  about  one-half 
degree  and  roll  and  pitch  accuracy  of  better  than  one- 
quarter  degree.  It  can  hold  altitude  of  within  25  feet  at  low 
altitudes. 


FOREIGN  PERMIT  SOUGHT  FOR  AIR 
AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Civil  Aeronautics  Board  has  been  asked  to  issue  a for- 
eign air  carrier  permit  authorizing  an  air  ambulance  service 
from  Saskatchewan  to  various  U.  S.  cities  where  important 
medical  centers  are  located.  At  a prehearing  conference  be- 
lore  CAB  Examiner  Barron  Fredricks,  the  application  was 
sponsored  by  Air  Ambulance  Service.  Department  of  Public 
Health,  Government  of  Saskatchewan  which  indicated  the 
service  would  be  available  to  residents  of  Saskatchewan  and 
those  who  may  become  so  critically  ill  there  as  to  require 
special  medical  attention. 

Service  would  be  from  Regina  and  Saskatoon  lo  Roch- 
ester, Minnesota,  Chicago,  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  Minneapolis, 
Detroit  "and  any  other  point  in  the  U.  S.  where  medical  opin- 
ion might  dictate  that  the  patient  should  be  transported  for 
treatment."  The  operation  is  financed  by  a legislative  ap- 
propriation and  revenues  received  for  the  service  become  a 
part  of  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the  Province  of  Saskat- 
chewan. Equipment  of  the  Cessna  195  and  Beechcraft  type 
would  be  used. — Am.  Avn.  Daily. 


FRONTIER  SERVICE  TO  MONTANA  CITY  SOUGHT 

Miles  City,  Montana,  today  asked  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board  for  additional  airline  service  and  requested  that  Fron- 
tier Airlines  be  authorized  to  provide  it.  Now  served  on  North- 
west Airlines'  east-west  Route  No.  3,  the  city  cited  a need  for 
"systematic  air  connection:;  with  cities  of  the  eastern  Rocky 
Mountain  area."  The  city,  in  an  extensive  application  re- 
plete with  economic  data,  said  Frontier  has  indicated  its 
willingness  to  provide  the  new  service. — "Am.  Avn.  Daily. 


GLIDER  REACHES  44.000  FEET 

New  world's  altitude  record  in  glider  flights  may  have 
been  scored  by  Larry  Edgar,  pilot  of  the  Sierra  Wave  Project, 
and  Harold  Kleiforth,  UCLA  Meteorologist,  The  two  reported 
reaching  44,000  feet  in  a two-place  glider.  At  that  altitude, 
the  rate  of  ascent  was  still  700  rpm,  but  further  climb  was  con- 
sidered inadvisable  because  of  lack  of  cabin  pressurization. 
Outside  temperature  of  -80  deg.  C was  recorded  at  39,000  ft., 
while  at  44,000  ft.  it  had  "wanned  up  to  -70  deg."  Purpose  of 
the  research  flight  from  Bishop  Airport  was  to  study  influence 
of  mountains  on  airflow  at  high  altitudes, — Michigan  Air 
News." 


AIRLINE  TRAFFIC 

Northwest  Airlines  flew  655  round  trips  between  the 
U.  S.  and  Japan  in  its  Pacific  air  lift  participation  during  the 
18  months  ended  last  January  1,  carrying  approximately 
14,000  passengers  and  1,500  tons  of  cargo  and  mail.  Seven 
planes  cunently  operated  by  NWA.  including  four  leased 
from  TWA  and  one  from  Delta,  each  make  a round  trip  every 
three  days, — American  Aviation  Daily. 


FCC  PROPOSES  SWITCH  TO  3023-5  KC 

In  a notice  of  "^Nposed  rule  making  just  Issued,  the  Fed- 
eral Communicate. i&  Commission  has  set  March  15,  1953. 
as  the  date  for  transfer  of  communications  now  conducted  be- 
tween civil  aircraft  and  approach  and  airport  control  stations 
from  3105  kilocycles.  4495  kc  and  3000  kc  to  a common  fre- 
quency of  3023,5  kc.  In  effect  the  proposal  represents  imple- 
mentation of  international  Civil  Aviation  Organization  for  in- 
auguration of  new  areonautlcal  mobile  service  frequencies  in 
the  North  Atlantic  area. 

To  the  private  aircraft  owners  In  the  United  States,  where 
the  use  of  VHF  equipment  has  not  attained  the  proportions 
anticipated  at  the  time  the  agreement  was  reached,  it  will 
have  considerable  effect.  The  replacement  of  some  16.000 
crystals  which  it  involves  had  been  anticipated  to  cost  about 
$15  each  but  may  now  cost  up  to  S40  each  on  some  of  the 
older  equipment,  an  expenditure  of  over  $250,000  before  the 
proposed  deadline, 

The  Aircraft  Owners  and  Pilots  Association  has  protested 
that  the  proposal  will  impose  a considerable  hardship  and 
that,  although  the  "treaty  aspecls"  of  the  agreement  may  be 
irrevocable,  serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  delay- 
ing the  date  of  implementation  an  additional  two  years. 
AOPA  is  also  concerned  over  timing  its  implementation  In 
the  U.  S.  to  coincide  with  action  by  the  Canadian  and  Mexi- 
can governments  and  thus  avoid  the  condition  whereby  the 
3105  kc  frequency  would  still  be  in  use  in  those  countries 
after  the  changeover  in  the  U.  S.  to  3023.5  kc.  Although  the 
exact  status  of  implementation  of  the  change  in  Mexico 
and  Canada  is  not  known,  it  is  understood  that  some  bilateral 
agreement  will  be  made  with  them  on  a common  eflectlvty 
for  change. — Am.  Av.  Dally. 


THUNDERSTORMS 

At  the  risk  of  being  repetitious  we  would  again  like  to  re- 
mind our  readers  to  exercise  caution  when  flying  in  an  area 
where  thunderstorms  are  prevalent.  Usually  it  is  possible  to 
lly  around  the  storm  area,  but  when  a long  line  oi  thunder- 
storms are  encountered  the  best  policy  is  to  execute  the  time- 
proven  180  degree  turn  and  land  at  the  nearest  airport  and 
watch  the  storm  pass  by.  This  policy  will  not  only  prevent 
bodily  harm  but  is  also  much  easier  on  the  nervous  system. 


CHINOOK  BREAKFAST  FLIGHT 

Robert  Buhmann,  secretary  for  the  Chinook-Harlem 
Hangar  of  the  Montana  Pilots'  Association,  has  advised  us 
that  a breakfast  flight  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Montana 
Pilots'  Association  at  Chinook  on  the  morning  of  August  31 
to  dedicate  the  new  paved  runway  which  has  recently  been 
completed.  How  about  loading  up  the  family  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  Chinook  hospitality?  Watch  for  traffic  and 
practice  a standard  pattern  on  your  approach  to  the  airport. 


CAA  DESIGNS  DEVICES  FOR  MILEAGE  CHANGEOVER 

CAA  is  working  on  a number  of  simple  devices  for 
private  pilots  to  simplify  the  statute  to  natutical  mile  change- 
over, including  a small  plastic  ring,  reading  in  knots  to  lit 
on  the  outer  ring  of  present  airspeed  indicator  and  small 
"decals"  imprinted  with  conversion  tables.  These  will  be 
addition  to  conversion  tables  and  information  which  can 
now  be  found  on  the  back  of  aeronautical  charts  and  in  the 
CAA  published  "Airman's  Guide." — Am.  Avn.  Daily. 

(P.S. — The  simplest  device  would  be  to  leave  things  be.) 


GLASS  AIRFRAMES  CONSIDERED 

A Northrop  Aircraft  engineer  has  revealed  that  glass  air- 
craft construction  is  being  considered  as  a possible  method 
of  conquering  the  "heat  Bonier"  to  high  speed  flight.  Thomas 
E.  Pieper,  director  of  materials  and  process  engineering,  said 
that  glass  appears  able  to  withstand  the  high  temperatures 
expected  to  be  generated  in  ultrasonic  flight.  Glass  is  being 
considered  as  structural  material  for  planes  in  the  Mach  2-3 
speed  range,  he  said — Am.  Avn.  Daily. 


AF  RESERVIST  SCREENING  SET 

A nation  wide  screening  to  take  inventory  of  300,000 
Air  Force  Reservists  not  on  active  duty  is  scheduled  for  late 
this  spring.  Purpose  is  to  bring  personnel  records  up  to  date 
and  obtain  current  information  on  the  reservatists'  physical 
condition,  skills,  business  experience,  dependency  status  and 
availability  for  service  in  emergency.  The  program,  involv- 
ing 25  interview  teams,  is  part  of  a long  range  plan  to  im- 
prove the  Air  Reserve.  The  Korean  war  revealed  that  Re- 
serve personnel  records  were  in  disarray  and  were  scattered 
in  various  commands  throughout  the  U.  S. — American  Avia- 
tion Daily. 


NORTHWEST  PLANNING  CONFERENCE 

You  are  reminded  that  the  annual  Northwest  Planning 
Conference  of  the  lour  northwest  states,  Canadian  provinces, 
and  Alaska  is  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Great  Falls  on  October 
8,  9 and  10.  Mark  this  on  your  calendar  and  write  to  Ken 
Bailey  of  Great  Falls  for  your  hotel  reservations.  This  will  be 
the  major  aviation  event  of  the  year  in  Montana  and  of  in- 
terest to  all  Montana  pilots. 


CAA  SIMPLIFIES  STUDENT  PILOT 
CERTIFICATION  PROCEDURES 

Student  pilot  certificates  now  are  being  issued  to  appli- 
cants direct  by  CAA  Aviation  Safety  Agents  in  the  field.  Un- 
til now  Washington  action  has  been  necessary  before  the  stu- 
dent received  his  permanent  certificate. 


HELENA  RIGHT  HAND  TRAFFIC 

A new  500-watt  amber  flashing  light  has  been  installed 
on  the  control  tower  at  the  Helena  airport.  All  Helena  airport 
traffic  patterns  are  to  the  north  of  the  field  with  right  hand  traf- 
fic on  runways  29,  25,  and  23. 


FOR  SALE 

Stinson  Station  Wagon,  $600.00.  Many  Extras,  $2,900.00. 
Huntley  Child.  Jr.  Yellowstone  Park,  Wyoming. 


PLANE  TURBULENCE 

A study  by  Beech  Aircraft  Company  on  "Effect  of  Big 
Airplane  Turbulence  on  Light  Aircraft"  shows  that  with  the 
high  closing  speeds  of  approaching  aircraft,  pilots  must  be 
alert  and  that  in  landing  behind  large  aircraft,  pilots  must 
keep  their  approach  speed  well  above  the  stalling  speed 
and  also  remain  alert  to  correct  any  sudden  upsetting  ol 
their  airplanes. 


fleupi  JletteA 


Mrs.  Loretta  Ha  Peok 
School  of  Mines 
Butte,  Montana 
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